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ABOUT THIS STUDY

For the Sake of His Name explores the Biblical narrative of Scripture.

Beginning with Genesis and God’s creation of the world, the study seeks to 

ground participants in the story of redemption. Along the way, you will also 

gain key insights into the character of God, the doctrines we believe as 

Christians, and the historical events happening behind the scenes that shape 

our story. It is our prayer that this study heightens your view of God, deepens 

your understanding of the Bible, and strengthens your faith.

        Soli Deo Gloria,
     
        Jonathan Shumate
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Read Genesis 1 & 2

In The Beginning
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. What words or phrases are repeated throughout Genesis 1? (Feel free to circle, 
underline, or highlight some of them in your Bible.)

2. The author of Genesis is Moses, who is writing while the Israelites are 
wandering in the desert after being delivered out of Egypt. How might this be relevant 
when reading Genesis 1?

3. When God makes mankind in Genesis 1, He gives them a blessing and a command. 
Find these and underline them.

4. Why do you think Genesis 1:27 specifically says, “. . . male and female He created 
them?”

5. What relationship do you see between Genesis 2:18-24 and marriage?

6. Describe in your own words what you think it means that Adam and Eve, “were both 
naked and were not ashamed,” in 2:25. Why do you think this is the final verse of
chapter 2?



Notes: 

Questions for Going Deeper

1.

2.

3.

8

Read Genesis 3

The Fall
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. How does the serpent sow seeds of doubt in 3:4-5?

2. What is significant about 3:7 in relation to 2:25?

3. How are Adam and Eve’s responses to God in verses 11-13 reflective of our own 
attitude toward sin?

4. What relationship do you see between Genesis 1:28 and Genesis 3:16-19?
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Read Genesis 4-11

Total Corruption



Notes: 

Questions for Going Deeper

1.

2.

3.

11

What Questions Do You Have?

1. What does it say about the effects of sin, that Cain murders his brother Abel in the 
very next chapter after chapter 3?

2. What connection do you think exists between Genesis 6:5-7 and our world today?

3. Genesis 9:1 echoes an earlier passage in Genesis. See if you can find it.

4. What kind of relationship does God establish with Noah and his family in Genesis 9?

5. What does God promise through this relationship?

6. Why do you think God is displeased with the people’s actions in Genesis 11?
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Genesis 12-17

A New Hope
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. What word is repeated frequently in 12:1-3? How does this connect us to earlier parts 
of Genesis?

2. See if you can find any background information to the ritual Abraham envisions in 
chapter 15.

3. How does Sarah’s solution in Genesis 16 mirror our tendencies today?

4. What kind of relationship does God establish with Abraham in Genesis 17?

5.  What does God promise in this relationship?
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Read Exodus 1-4, 12, 14

A New Garden
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. What is the purpose for which God gives His name to Moses in chapter 3?

2. What is Moses’ greatest fear concerning God’s command that he go back to Egypt in 
chapter 4?

3. What does God command the Israelites to do with blood in chapter 12? Why?

4. In considering Pharaoh’s story and fate in chapter 14, how are we all like him?

5. What word does Moses use to describe the LORD’s work of parting the sea in 14:13? 
Do you think this has any spiritual relevance?



Notes: 

Questions for Going Deeper

1.

2.

3.

16

Read Exodus 19-23

The Way of Life
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. What comes before God’s call to obedience in 19:4-6, and what precedes God’s    
commandments in chapter 20? (Look at 20:2.) 
  
2. What identity does God give to Israel in 19:6? 

3. In 19:10, God tells Moses to consecrate the people over the next two days. What is 
consecration and what is its purpose here for Israel?

4. What is the relational context between God and Israel that is the background to 
chapter 20? 

5. Based on the way chapter 20 ends with verses 22-26, what seems to be God’s 
number one concern related to Israel’s obedience? Why do you think God cares about 
this? How might it relate to us?

6. What do you make of 21:1-11? What would you say to someone who uses these verses 
to argue that the Bible approves of slavery?

7. How do you see God’s concern for justice and the protection of the vulnerable in 
chapters 22 and 23? 
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Read Exodus 32; Judges 2; 
1 Kings 11; Psalm 81

A Lasting Problem
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. What does Exodus 32 reveal about Israel’s heart? How does this cast a shadow over 
the rest of Israel’s story in the Old Testament?

2. How might Judges 2 be connected to the events of Exodus 32?

3. What does the Bible name as the root of Israel’s political problems after Solomon in 
1 Kings 11?

4. What is God’s response to Israel’s disobedience in Psalm 81:12?

5. What would you say is the root problem of Israel’s failure to obey God as illustrated in 
these passages? What relevance does this have for us? 
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Read 1 Kings 19; 
Isaiah 40; Ezekiel 37

A Faithful Remnant
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. What does 1 Kings 19:18 tell us about Israel even when things seem very dark?

2. What do verses 1-2 of Isaiah 40 tell us is the background for the rest of the chapter?

3. The same city that experienced war and destruction because of God’s judgment will 
become the city that does what, according to 40:9-11?

4. What is the significance of 40:31 for people who have experienced great hardship and 
feel God has abandoned them (40:27)? 

5. Ezekiel prophesies after Israel has been utterly destroyed and the people utterly     
defeated. How does this background help us understand what is going on in Ezekiel 37?
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Read 2 Samuel 5:1-5; 
2 Samuel 7; Psalm 2

A Promised King
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. What word is used to describe the relationship between David and the people in 5:3?  
Have we seen this word before?

2. How does 2 Samuel 7:8-12 sound like God’s words to Abraham in Genesis 17:1-10?

3. What familial relationship does God say He has with David’s royal descendants in 
17:14?

3. Knowing that the king was thought of as God’s “anointed son,” how does this affect 
the way we read Psalm 2?

4. What promise does God give in Psalm 2 to his royal representative?
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Read Exodus 6:7, 7:5; 
Ezekiel 36:16-38; Psalm 106

The Mission of God



Notes: 

Questions for Going Deeper

1.

2.

3.

25

What Questions Do You Have?

1. What reason does God give for delivering Israel and acting against Egypt in Exodus 
6:7 and 7:5? If you have time, look up the number of times, “I Am the LORD,” appears in 
Exodus. 

2. How do the Israelites profane God’s holy name according to Ezekiel 36:20?

3. What does God say in Ezekiel 36:24-38 He will do for the sake of His name?

4. How can we relate Jesus’ work and our own salvation to what God says in Ezekiel 36?

5. How does the psalm writer describe Israel’s relationship to God in Psalm 106? Where 
does hope for salvation and forgiveness lay?
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Read 2 Kings 17 & 25; 
Lamentations 2; Ezra 1, 9 & 10

The Fate of Israel
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. At this time in history, the people of Israel are politically divided into a northern 
kingdom, usually called Israel, and a southern kingdom, usually called Judah. Jerusalem, 
the capital, and the temple are located in Judah. What is the fate of the northern 
kingdom of Israel according to 2 Kings 17?

2. What is the fate of the southern kingdom of Judah according to 2 Kings 25?

3. What happens to the temple and all of the items in it in 2 Kings 25?

4. Lamentations is a recounting of the destruction of Jerusalem written by the prophet 
Jeremiah. What reason does he give for Jerusalem’s downfall?

5. The book of Ezra describes the return of the exiles from Judah. What does Ezra’s 
confession to God on behalf of the people in chapter 9 tell us about the inner thoughts 
and emotions of the people returning from exile?

6. Why do you think inter-marrying with foreign women is such a concern to the 
returning exiles? What spiritual connection in these marriages make it a sin before 
God?
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Read Daniel 2 & 8; 
Malachi 3 & 4 

A Time Between Times
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. See if you can find out the meaning of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in 
Daniel 2. 

2. See if you can find out more information about the, “abomination of desolation,” 
mentioned in Daniel 8. What significant Jewish holiday commemorates these events?

3. In Malachi 3:13-14, what appears to be the attitude of the people? 

4. There is good news and bad news in Malachi 3 and 4. How would you describe each?

5. This is the last book chronologically in the Old Testament. What do these chapters tell 
us about the spiritual state of Israel at the end of the Old Testament period?
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Read Matthew 1, John 1

In the Fullness of Time
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. Why do you think Matthew begins his gospel with a genealogy of Jesus from the OT?

2. How does Matthew 1:22-23 help us see Jesus’ birth as a fulfillment of prophecy?

3. According to John 1, when did Jesus come into existence?

4. Why do you think the religious leaders asked John if he was Elijah or the Prophet in 
John 1:19-23? What does his answer tell us about how he views his ministry?

5. Both in verses 29 and 36, John the Baptist calls Jesus, “the Lamb of God.” Go back 
and look at Leviticus 16 in the Old Testament and see if it enlightens our understanding 
of John’s words.



Notes: 

Questions for Going Deeper

1.

2.

3.

32

Read John 4-6, 15-17

Who is Jesus? (John)
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. Jesus uses the occasion of drawing water at a well to describe salvation as an eternal 
life-giving water. What do you think it means to be “thirsty” as a person? 

2. Compare the response of the Samaritans in chapter 4, to the response of the Jews 
upon the healing of the man in chapter 5. What do you notice? 

3. What do we learn about Jesus in John 6?

4. Jesus says many profound things in chapters 15 & 16. What are some things that 
strike you as particularly meaningful or significant?

5. In 17:13-31, Jesus offers a prayer for his followers. What do you make of this prayer? 
What can we learn from it? What sticks out to you the most in these words?
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Read Matthew 5-7, 13

Who is Jesus? (Matt)
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. How do you think 5:13-16 relate to the rest of chapters 5-7? Think about this question 
as you read these chapters.
 
2. What do you think Jesus means in 5:20 and 7:21-23?

3. What are your thoughts about 6:33? What do these words mean for you?

4. One of the consistent themes in Jesus’ parables in Matthew 13 is that there are both 
true and false members who seem to be part of His Kingdom now, but on the Day of 
Judgment, the true and false will be sorted out. What should we make of this?

5. How do you relate to Jesus’ description of the kingdom of heaven in 7:44-46?
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Read Mark 1-2, 8 

Who is Jesus? (Mark)
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. A disciple is someone who follows Jesus, and Mark’s gospel talks a lot about being a 
disciple. Where does this theme show up in Mark 1? 

2. In what ways does the paralytic man’s condition resemble his (and our) spiritual   
condition?

3. Why did the scribes and Pharisees have a problem with Jesus eating with tax         
collectors and sinners? Who might this be today in our context? Who would we be     
offended by if Jesus were with them?

4. Do you think there is a connection between 8:1-26 and verses 27-30? If so, what do 
you think is the connection?
 
5. What do you think it means to take up our cross and follow after Jesus as he says in 
8:34-38?
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Read Luke 10-12

Who is Jesus? (Luke)
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. How does 10:1-16 shape our idea of what it looks like to evangelize? 

2. How does 10:20 affect our understanding of “greatness” in God’s view?

3. Samaritans were viewed as little better than dirt by Jews. How does Jesus’ parable in 
10:30-37 challenge their view, not just of Samaritans, but also of God and their faith? 

4. How can we all relate to the danger of hypocrisy that Jesus warns about in 12:1-3? 
Why is it so appealing?

5. Why does Jesus bring up fear when he talks about acknowledging him before men in 
12:4-12? What does this tell us about what Christians could expect in that time period? 
What does it tell us about what we can expect now?
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Read Matt 26-28

Mission Complete
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. Matthew 26 contains several events leading to Jesus’ death: his Passover meal with 
the disciples, his arrest, and his trial. Why do you think the Jewish leaders were so angry 
at Jesus and wanted to kill him? 

2. Look at the summation of the Jews’ own law, which we call the Ten Commandments, 
in Exodus 20. What is tragically ironic about Matthew 26 in relation to the Ten 
Commandments? Which commandments did they break in order to arrest and         
condemn Jesus?

3. See if you can find the Old Testament reference in Jesus’ last words. Any thoughts on 
their significance?

4. Matthew 28:18-20 is called the Great Commission, where Jesus commissions his 
followers to go and makes disciples of all nations. Looking back at Genesis 1:26-28, 
what connection do you think exists between these two passages? How does this help 
us understand the significance of Jesus’ words?

5. What is the significance of Jesus’ command to make disciples, not just converts, in 
28:19? Do you think there is a difference?
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Read Acts 1-3

Such A Time As This
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. If you had been one of the disciples hearing Jesus’ words in Acts 1:8, how would you 
feel? What would you think?

2. In light of the events in 1:11, what time are we living in? How do you think this shapes 
the way these early Christians lived? How can it affect the way we live?

3. Think back to the tower of Babel. If you’re unfamiliar with the story, take a moment to 
go to Genesis 11. Why did God divide the people by changing their language? How does 
this help us see the significance of Acts 2:1-13?

4. How does Peter’s sermon in 2:14-39, and also his words in chapter 3, help us 
understand the disciples’ view of what was happening in their day as it relates to the 
past?   

5. How are Peter’s words in Acts 2 & 3, and the way he used Scripture, still relevant for 
us today? 
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Read Acts 10-11, 15

God’s New People
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. Why do you think God intervenes in order to arrange for Peter to go to the house of 
Cornelius in Acts 10? See if you can determine the significance of Peter’s 
vision.

2. How do verses 34-35 of chapter 10 create a radical new community relative to the 
common patterns of the world? 

3. Why do you think in 10:45 that the Jewish believers (the believers from among the 
circumcised) are amazed that the gift of the Holy Spirit is poured out on Gentile 
believers?

4. Where does the first multi-ethnic church begin according to Acts 11?
 
5. Acts 15 records one of the most significant events in the early church. Why is this 
event and its result so important? What do you make of them?
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Read Acts 7, 12, 16

Witnesses to the Cross



Notes: 

Questions for Going Deeper

1.

2.

3.

47

What Questions Do You Have?

1. In chapters 7, 12, and 16, what is happening to those who profess faith in Christ?  How 
does this influence our view of what these Christians believed about God?

2. According to Acts 12, who is the first of the apostles to die? Why do you think God 
allows him to die, but rescues others? (There is no “right” answer here, but it is helpful 
for us to meditate on the will of God even if we don’t understand it.)

3. On many occasions like Acts 17, Paul and his companions experience beatings or 
other forms of persecution. Why do you think people are so angry about what he is 
saying and doing?

4. Research about persecution that is happening today. How does this influence our 
view of God and the way He works out His plan? 
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Read Acts 9, 13-14

To the Gentiles
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. What do we learn about God in 9:15-16?

2. Chapters 13 & 14 narrate Paul’s first missionary journey. See if you can trace his steps 
using a map in your Bible or on-line, based on the locations mentioned in these 
chapters.

3. Why do you think Paul spends so much time referencing Israel’s history, and that the 
Savior is a descendant of David, when speaking at the synagogue in Antioch in Pisidia? 
(This is a different Antioch.)

4. The word “gospel” means “good news” (13:32). When Paul is speaking about Jesus in 
the synagogue in chapter 13, how does he present the gospel? Does he tell it through a   
series of philosophical principles, good feelings, abstract ideas, fantastical myths? 

5. Where does the opposition to Paul’s ministry primarily come from in chapters 13 & 
14? What do you think is significant about this?
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Read Galatians

The Gospel of God
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. What do you think Paul means by “freedom” and “slavery” in 2:4?

2. Read Galatians 3 and try to discern the fundamental problem in the church in 
Galatia that Paul wants to address. (Think about what he says in 3:26. Who are the sons 
of God? How might Paul’s claim stand in contrast to a traditional Jewish point of view?)

3. Looking at 5:16-26, how would you describe the path to holiness? 
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Read 1 & 2 Thessalonians

Sorting Things Out
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. How might 1 Thessalonians 2 influence the way we view the role of pastors and 
ministers? How might it influence the way we view our responsibility toward our 
pastors?

2. How do Paul’s words in 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 impact you? What thoughts do you 
have about his words here?

3. What do 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 2 Thessalonians 2 tell us about the return of 
Christ?
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Read Romans 1-4

Salvation to All By Faith
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. Do you agree with Paul’s description of humanity in Romans 1:18-32? 
 
2. According to Romans 2:1,  is anyone free from the judgment of God that Paul 
describes in 1:18-32? How might this make someone feel who thinks that they are a 
pretty good person overall?

2. What does Paul mean in 3:25 when he says that God put Jesus Christ forward as a 
propitiation by his blood?

3. Think about what Paul says in Romans 1-4. Can you think of benefits that exist for 
salvation that is by faith, versus salvation that is by works? What are some of those 
benefits?

4. After reading these chapters, why do you think Paul might say, “Salvation by works 
just doesn’t work?”

5. Pick out some verses that have stood out to you in your reading and explain how they 
apply to your own life.
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Read Romans 5-8

Salvation to All By Faith
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. According to 5:10, what reason does a believer have to feel confident in God’s love for 
them, and in His promise to save them? Put this verse into your own words.
 
2. Explain why, according to 5:15-21, God’s free gift of grace through Christ Jesus is so 
different, and so much better, than the condemnation that came through Adam.

3. Compare what Paul says in 6:4-14 with what he says in 7:7-25. How do you reconcile 
these two seemingly contradictory passages about the possibility of sanctification and 
obedience in the Christian life? (Don’t worry, Christians have wrestled with this question 
for 2,000 years.)

4. How might Romans 8:1-30 help answer the previous question about Paul’s teaching 
on the potential and power for sanctification in the Christian life?
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Read Romans 9-11

Salvation to All By Faith
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. What is the initial concern Paul raises concerning his fellow Jews in 9:1-6? 

2. Comment on this statement as it relates to Romans 9: “The emphasis on the      
Christian doctrine of election is not on judgment, but salvation. The fundamental 
question being asked is NOT why does God cause some to go to Hell, but rather, how is 
it that ANYONE comes to faith?”

3. What reason does Paul give in 9:30-10:3 for why many of the Jews did not put their 
faith in their own Savior?

4. In 11:1-5, Paul references the story of Elijah when most of the Israelites had rejected 
God, but a small number had remained faithful. Can you think of why he might believe 
this is a relevant analogy to his own day? 

5. What lesson can Gentile believers, including ourselves, gain from observing God’s 
dealings with Israel according to 11:17-22?
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Read Romans 12-16

Salvation to All By Faith
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. Respond to the statement, “My faith is all about me and Jesus,” based on what you 
see in Romans 12:1-5. What impact should this have on us?

2. How does 12:19-21 shape our response to injustice and evil?

3. Why do you think Paul believes Christians should make model citizens according to 
chapter 13? 

4. Paul spends a great deal of time in chapters 14-15 speaking about unity in the church. 
How might these words be really good for us to hear and think about often?

5. What particular challenges do you face in trying to live out what Paul says in chapters 
14-15? What challenges do you think our church faces?
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Read Colossians

Complete In Christ
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. Who is Christ according to Paul in this letter? What are some things Paul says about 
him?

2. As a believer, what is your relationship to Christ as Paul presents it in Colossians?

3. Colossians 3:1 contains an indicative statement--something that is true about us--
followed by an imperative statement--something we are commanded to do. See if you 
can identify these two elements.

4. As you read through chapters 3 and 4, write down your reflections on Paul’s 
exhortations. Which ones strike you as particularly meaningful or challenging? Which 
ones inspire you to grow?

5. Ruminate on 3:17 and apply this to your life. What does it mean for you: “whatever 
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through Him”?
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Read Revelation 12-14, 17

Two Kingdom Two Fates
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. In 12:7-17, a great war is described between the heavenly hosts lead by Michael, and 
the Serpent and his army. Michael and the heavenly host win, which gives great cause 
for rejoicing among believers, but also brings great tribulation (vs. 10-12). How do these 
verses capture the blessing and the difficulty of being a Christian?

2. The beast in chapter 13 represents every king or nation (or any power) in its spiritual 
dynamic of opposition to God and alignment with Satan, which is manifest first and 
foremost in the demand for absolute devotion and worship. What is John’s exhortation 
to Christians in light of the work of the beast in 13:10?

3. The second beast in 13:18 represents religious power at work to promote and support 
the demonic power of the first beast (ungodly nations and kings). What nations in the 
world today use religion (or ideology) to force citizens to worship the state, leading to 
persecution of Christians?

4. Chapters 12-14 portray the demonic power of kings and kingdoms at war against 
Christ and his people as two beasts. Chapter 17 employs a different vision. Here the 
demonic power of the state is presented as a tempting allurement. How are Christians 
tempted by the allurement of the world that stands in opposition to God? 
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Read Revelation 18-20

Final Judgment
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. Babylon is pictured as the epitome of all human opposition to God. What is Babylon’s 
fate in chapter 18?

2. Babylon is pictured as a prostitute who is destroyed, and this makes way for the 
celebration of a marriage between Christ and the Church. How do chapters 18-19 
characterize the relationship between the demonic, tyrannical state, and the Church?

3. In 19:11-21, the two beasts are judged (v. 20). What is their final fate?

4. The beasts had reigned under the authority and power of the Serpent (Satan). After 
their defeat in 19, the true war against the ultimate enemy is waged and won, and the 
Serpent and his followers are thrown into the lake of fire. What event happens after the 
defeat of Satan, and who else is judged?
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Read Revelation 21-22

All Things New
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What Questions Do You Have?

1. According to Revelation 21:1, what is the eternal destiny of those who have believed in 
God?

2. How does 21:3 summarize the entire mission of God beginning after Adam and Eve 
sinned in Genesis 3?

3. In the Bible, whenever a person comes close to the glory of God, they die. How is it 
significant then that at the center of the heavenly city God’s glory shines unmediated 
upon mankind (21:22-23)?

4. Look back at the end of Genesis 3 and see why God exiles Adam and Eve from the 
Garden. How does that help us understand the significance of the tree that is in the 
heavenly city according to 22:1-2?

5. According to 22:16, who is this revelation for? What is the benefit for them of receiv-
ing this revelation?


